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F0R7JARD  ".TTH  AAA  IN  1945 
AAA  Farmer  committeemen  took  in  stride  the  transition  from  war  to  peace  which 
began  in  1945, 

Tliey  carried  their  war  jobs  to  a  successful  conclusion  and  immediately  plung- 
ed into  the  job  of  helping  farmers  adjust  to  the  new  conditions  of  peace. 

The  year  ends  on  a  note  of  " stop,  look,  and  listen."    Farmers  are  talcing  in- 
ventory of  the  changes  which  the  war  brought  about  on  their  individual  farms  and 
in  agriculture  as  a  whole,.    They  are  particularly  interested  in  what  those  changes 
mean  for  the  future. 

7/hile  the  impact  of  the  war  upon  farming  has  been  far-reaching,  there  is  less 
concern  for  what  may  follow  than  under  similar  circumstances  25  years  ago. 

For  one  thing,  Congress  has  provided  floors  under  the  prices  of  most  farm 
products  to  ease  the  shock  of  war-to-peace  conversion.    More  important  farm  legis- 
lation now  on  the  books  and  action  programs  now  in  operation  give  farmers  the 
tools  they  need  to  keep  and  extend  the  gains  made  during  the  last  12  years. 

These  national  laws,  built  upon  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  193  C  and 
the  Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act,  orovide  the  machinery  to  make 
farm  production  responsive  to  market  demands,  to  conserve  land  and  water  resources 
to  incure  crops  against  natural  hazards,  and  to  assist  farmers  in  obtaining  their 
fair  share  of  the  national  income. 

The  famer-coramitteemen  organization  which  makes  this  machinery  run  handled 
its  assignments  smoothly  during  the  past  12  months.    State,  county,  and  local  com- 
mittees helped  farmers: 

-,hh:-To  carry  out  more  soil-and  water-conservation  practices  than  ever  before 
under  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program* 

-«-,c-xTo  nrotect  more  croos  of  more  farmers  than  ever  before  under  the  Federal 
Crop  Insurance  Pro  gram. 


-;bh;To  produce,  guided  by  goals,  the  volume  and  the  kinds  of  food  needed  to 
finish  the  war  and  help  feed  hungry  people  abroad, 

-,bh:-To  increase,  through  special  payments,  flaxseed  production  59  percent 
above  1944-,  and  to  maintain  the  harvest  of  hay  seeds  above  normal. 

*-;:-;;To  stimulate  the  output  of  badly  needed  dairy,  beef,  and  lamb  products 
through  special  production  payments  from  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  funds. 

-/BHi-To  obtain  surplus  war  trucks  and  other  scarce  equipment. 

In  August,  the  entire  AAA  organization  was  consolidated  into  the  newly 

established  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,    The  new  AAA  setup,  known  as  - 
the  Field  Service  Branch,  gives  AAA  committeemen  new  opportunities  for  service  in 
the  fields  of  farm  marketing  and  food  consumption. 

ANDERS  OK  URGES  PARITY  ITJC0I1E  AS  FARI.1  GOAL 
"Parity  income"  is  what  agriculture  needs  for  the  long  pull,  Secretary 
Anderson  told  the  annual  convention  of  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  at 
Chicago.     (As  spelled  out  in  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act,  "parity,"  as  applied 

to  income,  is  "that  per  capita  net  income  of  individuals  on  farms  from  farming 

operations  that  bears  to  the  per  capita  net  income  of  individuals  not  on  farms  the 
the  same  relation  as  prevailed  during  the  period  from  August  1909  to  July  1914.") 

"Farmers  should  have  a  fair  share  of  the  national  income,"  the  Secretary  saic"  , 

"proportionate  to  the  percentage  of  the  national  population  on  farms,  adjusted  for 
the  relative  costs  of  producing  and  living  on  the  farm  under  modern  conditions... 

"HE thin  this  big  goal,  the  parity  prices  of  given  commodities  should .. .make 
a  pattern  of  prices,  which,  multiplied  by  output,  would  yield  a  fair  share  of  .the  1 
national  income.    Further,  parity  prices  in  any  case  should  be  such  as  would  pro- 
mote the  most  efficient  use  of  our  agricultural  resources — and  'efficient  use* 
means  production  of  needed  crops  and  livestock,  and  stimulation  of  conserve,  tion- 
type  farming. 

FAjfflERS  DI3CT53  SURFIUS  PROPERTY 
Agriculture  is  to  have  a  voice  in  the  disposition  of  surplus  property.  The 
Surplus  Property  administration  has  appointed  an  Agriculture  Policy  Committee  to 
be  composed  of  representatives  of  the  National  Grange,  the  Farm  Bureau  Federation, 
The  National  Farmers  Union,  and  the  national  Council  of  Faimer  Cooperatives.    The  *  I 
group  will  meet  periodically  with  the  Surplus  Property  Administration,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  and  other  disposal  agencies,  to  disucss  the  disposal  of 
surplus  property  in  relation  to  agriculture.  . 


FIHJJi  DJTE  FOR  SU3IlETTIi:G  1945  REPORTS  OF  PEIffOIULUEB 
» January  15,  194-6  is  the  final  date  for  fanners  and  ranchers  of  Mew  Llexico 
to  report  their  county  AM  office  practices  which  they  have  performed  under  the 
1945  Agrieultura.1  Conservation  Program.  The  practices  must  have  been  completed 
prior  to  December  31,  1945,  and  operators  were  given  a  two  weeks  period,  ending 
January  15,  in  which  to  submit  their  performance  report,"  says  C .  V.  Hemphill, 
Chairman  of  the  State  Committee. 
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